
Fairy Hills Kindergarten

Bush Kinder 

program



What is bush kinder?

 Bush kinder is the Australian version 

of the European ‘Forest schools’

 Traditionally children use only the 

tools provided by nature to 

engage in learning.

Other Kindergartens near by running 

a similar bush kinder program:

 Westgarth, Thornbury, Batman 

Park



Why have we added Bush Kinder 

to our regular program?

Benefits of attending bush kinder-

 Time to play, to pretend, and to 

take risks.

 Children have the opportunity to 

play in the rain, jump in puddles, 

roll down hills, balance on logs 

and rocks, engage in dramatic 

play, discover insects and draw 

with sticks on the ground.



Learning through bush kinder

All areas of the curriculum are covered 
through connecting with nature!

 Literacy- finding sticks/bark to make 
letters and words with 

 Numeracy- sorting, classifying, counting 
leaves, gumnuts, rocks, etc

 Science- Racing sticks down the creek-
making predictions about what will 
happen.

 Gross motor- balancing on logs, climbing 
trees, rolling down the grassy hill

 Learning to care for our environment and 
take time to notice our natural 
surroundings

 Learning the importance of the land to 
it’s Indigenous owners



What does bush kinder look like for 

Fairy Hills children?

 One 2.5 hour session per week for 

each 4 year old class. 

 Walking with educators and 

parent volunteers to Sparkes 

reserve- 2 educators, maximum of 

2 parent volunteers

 Children engaging in nature, 

investigating their surroundings, 

observing, listening, feeling.



How do we keep our children safe 

at bush kinder?

 Risk Assessment- including safest 
walking route, etc

 Incursions- wildlife Victoria 
(snake/lizards, etc) pet safe (dog 
safety)

 Intentional teaching during group 
time- crossing roads safely, 
practicing holding hands with a 
partner and lining up, staying safe

 Name tags with teacher 
information

 Red jackets/tshirts

 Orange hi-visibility cones to mark 
the border



Feedback from current parents 

and children 
 Parents-

“Nature play let's kids truly be kids- it's 
wonderful to see them free to use their 
imagination in a way it's rare to see now”

“We have noticed a huge increase in his love 
for being outdoors. We have gone from 
coaxing him to play outside to begging him 
to come back inside! He is also interacting 
more with the environment around him and 
using his imagination in a greater 
way. Nature play is definitely a highlight in his 
week!”

Children-

• “We get to see nature”

• “I like the bush” 

• “I like going down the hill”



What will my child need for Bush 

Kinder?
Parents provide:

 Red waterproof jacket

 Red t-shirt (either Fairy Hills logo or plain red)

 Gumboots/ Closed toe shoes in Summer

 Fairy Hills hat

 Snack

 Drink bottle

 Entire change of clothes (pants, t-shirt, 
jumper, underwear, socks, shoes) 

Staff provide-

 a name badge with teacher’s details in 
unlikely event children get lost

 A bag made with each child to carry their 
drink bottle and snack to bush kinder.


